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counting the very small outermost, which lacks light edgings) fully edged 
with grey, not green; primary coverts, alula, and tertials greyer, less green. 
In apoensis as many as five of the outer primaries may show some grey 
edging at the distal end, but only the single outermost is grey to the base, 
the others being green at least halfway to the tip. The colour of the under- 
parts of certain individuals of apoensis, notably among those from Samar 
and Leyte, may sometimes be as pale as Bohol birds, but the grey primary 
edgings appear to be confined to boholensis. As is evident from the measure- 
ments of Mount Malindang, Bohol, and Samar specimens published by 
Rand and Rabor (op. cit., pp. 301, 354, 405), there is no size difference 
between apoensis and boholensis. 

Specimens examined (subspecies other than apoensis and boholensis 
omitted): MINDANAO, Mt. Apo and vicinity, 12; Mt. Malindang, 11; 
Mt. Katanglad and vicinity, 11; Cotabato, 2. SAMAR, 14. LEYTE, 13. 
BOHOL, 13. 


Acknowledgments 
Specimens were borrowed from or seen at the Field Museum of Natural 
History (formerly Chicago Natural History Museum), American Museum 
of Natural History, and Peabody Museum of Natural History at Yale 
University. Travel to these museums was partly supported by a grant 
from the Chapman Memorial Fund of the American Museum of Natural 
History for a project on the birds of Leyte Island. 


The Fieldfare Turdus pilaris L. breeding in northern Rumania 


by DAN MUNTEANU 
Received 13th July, 1966 


In Rumania the Fieldfare is a common and regular winter visitor. It is 
interesting that the time it spends in our country is now longer than that 
mentioned by Dombrowski (1912) for 1896-1909. He stated that the 
Fieldfare sojourns in Rumania from November until March, occasionally 
until April, but we observe that nowadays it comes regularly at the begin- 
ning of October and leaves as late as April. 

The prolongation of the time it stays in Rumania is surely due to the 
southward extension of its breeding range, already noted in the last 
century. It is a slower spread than that of other species such as the Collared 
Dove or the Syrian Woodpecker. North of Rumania the expansion of the 
Fieldfare’s range on the eastern slope of the Ukrainian Carpathians was 
pointed out (Strautman, 1954, 1963) where it had, until 1950, advanced 
southwards to Cheremosh river, at about 20 miles from our frontier. More 
recent observations in this area were not made. 

With this in mind I decided to look for the Fieldfare in the north of 
Rumania, along the valleys of the eastern slope of the Eastern Carpathians. 
Three days of investigation along the intermontane valley of the Suceava 
river were fruitless, but on the fourth day, June 11, 1966. I found it in an 
unexpected place, in the Manastirea Humorului village, on a small affluent 
of the Moldova river, 25 miles south of the Ukrainian border. 

In an orchard, on the valley of the Humor brook, I found two pairs of 
Fieldfare and their nests. One nest, built in an apple tree, about 12 feet 
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above the ground, had five featherless chicks, five or six days old. The other 
nest, in a box elder about 300 feet from the first, 20 feet from the ground, 
was being built. 

This is the first record of the breeding of the Fieldfare in Rumania. 

Of course it nests sporadically in other places on the north-eastern 
extremity of the Rumanian Carpathians, but investigation of the extent of 
the breeding range of this species, is for the future. 
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A further note on the Spike-heeled Lark Chersomanes 
albofasciata in East Africa 


by C. W. BENSON and A. D. FORBES-WATSON 
Received 15th June, 1966 


Benson (1966) described Chersomanes albofasciata beesleyi on a single 
specimen from 30 miles north of Arusha, northern Tanzania, collected by 
J. S. S. Beesley. Forbes-Watson collected six further specimens on 10th- 
11th April, 1966 in the same locality, which may be known as Kingerete, 
at 3° 00’ S., 36° 40’ E., altitude 4,600 feet above sea-level. Their measure- 
ments in mm. and some other particulars are as follows :— 


Sex Wing Tail Culmen Tarsus Hind Weight 
from base claw in gms. 
3 81 39 21.5 29 19 26.0 
3S 79 36 21 28 I5 28.5 
g 81 37 20 28 18 28.0 
Q 712 33 18 26 14 2S 
71 33 18 27 14 235 
juv.d 718 38 19.5 28 12 255 


This further material has been compared with the type of beesleyi (an 
adult male) and with other material of the species previously examined by 
Benson (1966) in the British Museum. His diagnosis of beesleyi is borne 
out in all respects so far as it goes. But in addition the two females are as 
somewhat richer russet on the lower chest to abdomen than the four 
apparently adult males, and seem nearer in this respect to C. a. subpal- 
lida (Roberts) rather than to C. a. obscurata (Hartert) or C. a. boweni (de 
Schauensee). Also, while dusky streaking on the chest is relatively well 
developed in both sexes, these markings seem slightly more so but less 
bold in males. Thus there may be minor sexual colour differences in 
beesleyi, apparently lacking in any of the southern forms, so widely 
separated from it. All five of the additional adults are rather more brown- 
ish, less greyish in tone on the upperside than the type, but are in fresher 
dress. They are an even closer match in this respect to Pseudalaemon 
fremantlii delamerei Sharpe and Calandrella rufescens athensis (Sharpe). 
The small size of beesleyi is also confirmed by the additional material. 


